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CAA/NATS RETIRED STAFF ASSOCIATION
(LONDON and HOME COUNTIES BRANCH)
MINUTES  OF  THE  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING

HELD AT 12.00 ON 25th FEBRUARY 2020 IN THE UPPER BAR OF

THE FREEMASONS ARMS, LONG ACRE
ATTENDEES

Robin Ablett, Paul Artiss (Hon. Social Secretary), Paul Clayton (Hon. Secretary), John Coulson, Bruce Critchley (Hon Treasurer), Barbara Garwood, John Garwood, Andrew Griffiths, Jeremiah Hurley, Ian Johnson (Hon. Communications Officer), Sue Kingham, Dave Pearson, Ian Small, Paul Vidler, Richard Wright (Chairman), Richard Wynn.
1. INTRODUCTION

The Chair welcomed members to the 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Branch.
Apologies for absence had been received from Anne Noonan, Colin Chisholm, Matthew Baines, Roy Cadoux, Ken Malcolm, and Dennis Dirkin .
2. MINUTES  OF  THE  2019  AGM and MATTERS ARISING
Regarding the outstanding action in the draft minutes the Chairman reported that the CAA does not provide pre-retirement seminars although NATS does. However, both supply an information sheet and an application form for the RSA to leavers, including those who are taking their pension pots away. 

There were no further questions on the 2019 AGM minutes and their approval was proposed by Ian Small and seconded by Richard Wynn.
3.1 RSA UPDATE
In the unfortunate absence of Anne Noonan, the Chairman reported that :
· Overall, 2019 had been a successful year, no branches had shut down.
· With regards to the Central Committee Ken Malcolm had stood down and Dave Hobday and Tony Cowell would be standing down at this year’s AGM. Tony Motture had joined as Hon. Secretary.
· The RSA website was now working well and could now be viewed on tablets and smart phones.
3.2 PENSIONS UPDATE
Unfortunately, Colin Chisholm was not able to attend so the Chairman gave an update instead.
CAA Section
· There are 439 active members, 1110 deferred members, 3651 pensioners and 1284 dependents.
· There is a funding deficit of £5.4m (giving a funding ratio of 99.8%) which is a significant improvement since the triennial review. The CAA will not have to increase their ‘deficit repair contributions’.
· The CAA have consulted active members about changing the index on the cap on future pensionable earnings to CPI citing financial strain and customer pressure. Less than 25% of members objected and the Trades Unions supported the changes. It was likely that the change would be implemented in April 2020.

NATS Section
· There are 1918 active members, 1050 deferred members, 2536 pensioners and 199 dependents.
· There is a funding deficit of £949.2m (giving a funding ratio of 84.5%). The funding level is now based on a more cautious approach and would be approx. 90% funded under the old basis.

· The number of members opting to remove their pension pots from CAAPS on retirement has reduced with new criteria making the figures less attractive.

General
· CAAPS is under pressure to provide clearer guidance on which ‘independent financial advisers’ to use for those members considering transferring their pension pots out of CAAPS.
· CAAPS continues to be very well run, pensioners matters are given due attention and weight. However, funding levels continue to be a challenge.
4. BRANCH MEMBERSHIP
The Hon. Secretary reported that the LHC membership had reduced (from 2077 to 2048) and that the number of contributing members and partners had also reduced (from 1160 to 1156).
5. FINANCE REPORT
Bruce Critchley, the Hon. Treasurer gave the Finance Report. Bruce reported that the Branch was solvent and that the finances were in a stable situation; income and expenditure matched each other.

Robin Ablett asked whether the CAA would be reducing their grant to the RSA. The Chairman replied that there was no grant from CAA/NATS, the grant came from RSA central funds.

Bruce thanked Robin Ablett for his scrutinising of the Accounts.

There were no other comments and adoption of the Accounts was proposed by Paul Vidler and seconded by Dave Pearson.
6. COMMUNICATIONS AND WEBSITE

Ian Johnson, the Hon. Communications Officer reported that a new version of the RSA website had been implemented and as a result the LHC webpage would need to be rebuilt to fit in with this new design.
The Chairman thanked Ian for his work on this.

7. SOCIAL PROGRAMME

Paul Artiss, the Hon, Social Secretary thanked those Members who had attended events last year and thanked Bruce Critchley for keeping the books. 
Paul presented the draft Social Programme for 2020 and early 2021 and hoped that members would find it interesting and good value. A few points to note were :
· There were still some tickets available for the Theatre Event – To Kill a Mockingbird - Members were advised to book asap.

· The Bank of England Museum tour was taking place on Tuesday 10th November and not Wednesday as advertised in Contrail.

· The cost of the tickets for the Carol Concert would not be known until July but Members should book early, and financial adjustments would be done later.

The Chairman thanked Paul for an excellent programme and a Vote of Thanks was proposed by Robin Ablett.
8. ELECTION  OF  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS, NOMINATION OF ACCOUNTS VERIFIER and BRANCH REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THE RSA AGM
The Chairman thanked the Committee for their time and effort during the year and reported that existing Committee members were happy to remain in post; their adoption was proposed by Robin Ablett and seconded by Ian Small.
Accordingly, the Branch Committee for 2020 comprises:

Chair:                             Richard Wright              
Hon. Secretary:              Paul Clayton          Hon. Social Secretary:
        Paul Artiss
Hon. Treasurer:              Bruce Critchley
Hon. Communications Officer: Ian Johnson
Robin Ablett kindly agreed to serve a further year as Hon. Accounts Verifier.
Ian Small proposed a Vote of Thanks to the Committee for their work during the year.

The Chairman reported that Paul Clayton had offered to be the Branch representative at the RSA AGM and this had been approved by the Branch Committee. It had not been possible to put this nomination to the AGM because of the need to know numbers and reps for the RSA AGM early.
9.  BRANCH MOTIONS FOR THE RSA AGM
No Motions were proposed. However, should members have any potential motions they should be submitted to the Hon. Secretary.
10. AOB
Ian Johnson reported that today (25th February) was the 100th anniversary of the Control Tower at Croydon Airport and that it was still there. 

Paul Artiss said that he would investigate this as a possible event in next year’s programme.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Committee again for their work during the year and closed the meeting at 12.45.

Paul Clayton, Hon. Secretary
March 2020
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